NOT TURNING BACK

Challenge Class – Friday, Mar 31, 2006

I begin usually by trying to make the case that most people do not like to make commitment. Fortunately God made a commitment to me and has given me the ability to commit
Commitment – what does it mean? Do what I say I will do, keep promises, responsibility, man of my word, Agreement, pledge, covenant,  this program is a 12 month commitment______
Why is it so hard?  Not used to it, addiction habits call me away, lifestyle of dishonesty
What can I do to stay the course when I make a commitment for change?  Give you time to answer this personally at the end of class
What issues do I need to address? This has to be a personal answer at end of class
What do I need to watch out for in the next months?

1. Believing lies 

what lies might I believe that would affect my commitment to stay ?  I can’t quit smoking, the graduates don’t get jobs, the staff are out to get you, one drink won’t hurt, I’ve been here long enough, I need to get back home

2. Getting detoured

What would get my attention and get me off the commitment?  Women, opportunity to get drugs, offered a job

3. False expectations

Everything is going to be easy, I will get moved upstairs immediately, the counselor is going to answer everything, 

4. Pride

I don’t need this, I already know all this, I don’t have a problem

5. Pity Pot Thinking

What does it sound like?  Poor me, nobody understands me, nobody respects me

What do I need?

1. Romans 15:13, Romans 8:25   A good dose of _____hope_____________

Where do I get hope?  Not from my own self, hope is anticipation plus expectation and has to be based in a sure thing … a sure Someone

2. Romans 8:28   Right ___purpose__________________

We have been called – God brought us to this place for His purposes, ours have to line up with His if we are to get through the tough places

3. James 1:2-4 Appreciation for ___trials________________

If I have a negative view toward trials my commitment will be attacked with every tough situation

4. Romans 12:2  Focus on the ___will of God______

When things get tough, the tough __stay the course_____________________

